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Foundation Degree (FdA) Healthcare Play Specialism

	INTRODUCTION
The Foundation Degree in Healthcare Play Specialism is a two-year course for people who have experience in working with children and young people to develop professional competence in the field of therapeutic play for children in a hospital or community setting. 




	Description

The Foundation Degree will enable individuals working in a play specialist role within a healthcare setting to develop practical skills and knowledge, leading to registration with the Hospital Play Staff Education Trust (HPSET), which is the registration body for the profession of Healthcare Play Specialism.

The course is a two-year day-release course, linking theory to practice. The emphasis is on the balance between taught elements and facilitated learning within the practitioner’s own workplace. 

The course runs at Bolton College from September to June, every Tuesday from 9.30am to 5.00pm.

Fees for 2011-2012 have not been set, but to give you an indication, the fees for the last course were set at £1,500 per year. Registration with HPSET is in addition.



	Entry Requirements

GCSE Maths and English or equivalent Level 2 or above qualifications in Literacy and Numeracy

Minimum of a current Level 3 qualification in childcare or a related field

Minimum of two years’ employment working with children, after gaining the Level 3 qualification
Good communication skills

Evidence of continuous professional development

Evidence of current, regular and relevant employment in the sector

Identification of a registered play specialist who agrees to act as work-based mentor

Commitment to negotiate and complete a 200-hour placement each year, if not already employed in a hospital




	Assessment

Academic essays, literature reviews, written reports, folder of evidence and exercises through the VLE (Moodle). Assessment of practical skills is undertaken in the workplace throughout both Level 4 and Level 5 of the course.




	Career Opportunities

Registration with HPSET as a registered Healthcare Play Specialist.

Management posts within the NHS

Opportunity to acquire graduate status by completing a Level 6 ‘top up’ course followed by post graduate opportunities.




	For more information

Linda Shuttleworth

HPS Course Leader

Curriculum Leader – Care Services

linda.shuttleworth@boltoncc.ac.uk



